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Karen Penafiel joined the Building Owners and Managers Association
(BOMA) International in December, 1989 and serves as vice president of
the advocacy division of the association. In this capacity, Karen leads
BOMA’s federal and state advocacy programs. As the association’s chief
lobbyist, she works with Congress and the federal agencies on a wide
range of issues affecting the commercial real estate industry.

Karen has taken the lead on energy and sustainability issues for BOMA
for the past decade and is the author of BOMA International’s two
guidance documents on electricity deregulation, Power Shopping and
Power Shopping Il. She is currently leading the association’s market
transformation efforts and helped develop BOMA’s Green Lease Guide.

Karen is a graduate of Hamilton College, where she received a Bachelor
of Arts degree in Government. She lives in Centreville, Virginia with
her three children.
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