
7-Point Challenge
LETTER TO THE EDITOR TEMPLATE
Instructions: You can develop your own customized letter to the editor promoting the energy performance goals of the 7-Point Challenge by editing this sample letter to fit your city, state or region. At the bottom of the letter, add the name of the person sending the letter, your organization’s name, and your city/state. In the body of the letter, insert the correct information in each blank and include additional statistics and facts as appropriate.
Dear Editor,

Improving energy performance in office buildings is vital to the commercial real estate industry both on a national level and in [insert name of city or state]. Buildings are the largest consumers of energy, but there are real and immediate opportunities to significantly reduce consumption. In July 2007, the Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) International launched the 7-Point Challenge to reduce energy consumption by 30 percent by 2012. 

[insert company name or name of BOMA Local Association] has endorsed the 7-Point Challenge to improve energy performance in office buildings in [insert name of city or state].  Through this endorsement, we are working in concert with scores of other commercial real estate organizations and associations throughout the country who have endorsed the 7-Point Challenge and are making reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and superior building operations a priority. 

The 30 percent target is an aggressive but obtainable goal. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) estimates that a 30 percent reduction in energy consumption within the commercial office building sector will save $7.2 billion and remove 120 billion pounds of carbon dioxide emissions from the air, which is the equivalent of removing 12 million cars from the roads.
Reducing a building’s carbon footprint helps both the environment and the bottom line. There are numerous low and no-cost strategies for reducing energy consumption, from adjusting thermostats to adding sensors and dimmers to control lighting, and many property professionals are finding that the payback on energy efficient retrofits is often realized within the first year through energy savings. 

Ultimately, organizations with energy efficiency programs in place will be more competitive in the marketplace - using less and wasting less not only improves building performance, it also improves business performance.  
